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upon establishing two things; absolute unity
and peace within the realm and security beyond
the frontiers.
" Either/' he said, " I must suffer invasion,
or I must establish myself in a strong position
beyond my frontiers."
When the King of Spain died Louis claimed,
through his wife, a Spanish Princess, the right
to govern the Spanish Netherlands in her name.
On his attempt to enforce this right by arms
followed all the fighting with which his name
is associated in what to-day is Belgium. The
predominance of the French power in Belgium
alarmed the Calvinist Dutch merchant oligarchy
who governed what is to-day Holland, and who
had only just established their independence
from Spain. They found they had got rid of
the power of Spain immediately to the south
of them, in Brussels, only to see the much more
formidable power of France, with great armies,
immediately at their doors. The Dutch would
sometimes ally themselves with Louis XIV in order
to lessen this danger; more often they would be
openly his enemies, but whether actually hostile
or nominally allied, they always regarded Louis
XIV as the great danger to their new state.
England, after the restoration of the legitimate
king, Charles II, who was Louis XIV's first